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“The general gifts consist of the four elements and all that results from them, all the wonderful
and awesome works of God outlined in Holy Scripture. The particular gifts are those gifts which
God bestows upon every man individually, whether it be riches for the sake of charity, or poverty
for the sake of patience with humility; whether it be authority for the sake of justice and the
strengthening of virtues, or subjugation and slavery for the sake of the expeditious salvation of
the soul; be it health for the sake of helping the infirm, or illness for the sake of the wreath of
patience; be it understanding and skill in gaining wealth for the sake of virtue, or weakness and
lack of skill for the sake of submissive humility. Even though they appear contrary to one
another, all these are very good according to their purpose.” ~ St. Peter Damascene

Welcome to all our visitors worshipping with us this morning! Please sign our Guest Register as you enter
the church and be our guest for coffee and refreshments this morning after the service is over. We look forward
to meeting you and welcoming you personally to Ss. Peter and Paul.

16th Sunday After Pentecost
Hieromartyr Blaise, Bishop of Sebastia, & Companions

THEODORA THE EMPRESS; NEW-MARTYR GEORGE OF SERBIA

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom—Hymns & Scriptures

Variable Hymns - see music in packet

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tn. 3, Byzantine

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with his own arm. He
hath trampled down death by death and become the First-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from
the depths of hades, granting the world the great mercy.

Apolytikion of St. Blaside, Tn. 4, Byzantine

By choosing the Apostles’ way of life, thou hast succeeded to their throne. Inspired by God, thou didst
find the way to divine contemplation through the practice of virtue. After teaching the Word of Truth
without error, thou didst defend the Faith to the very shedding of thy blood, O Holy Martyr among
bishops Blaise. Entreat the Lord our God to save our souls.

Troparion of Ss Peter & Paul, Tn. 4, Byzantine
O Foremost of the Apostles, and teachers of the world, intercede with the Master of all to grant peace to
the world and to our souls the Great Mercy.

Clergy only — Ordinary Kontakion, Tn. 2, Byzantine

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O
despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto
our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:1-10).

Brethren, working together with Hm, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain. For He
says, “At the acceptable time [ have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation.” Behold, now
is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that
no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way:




through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors,
watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in
honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful,
yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (25:14-30) & St Luke (8:8)

The Lord spoke this parable: A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his
property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he
made five talents more. So also, he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had
received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time
the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five
talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying: “Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I
have made five talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” And he also who
had the two talents came forward, saying: “Master, you delivered to me two talents; here [ have made two
talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over
a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” He also who had received the one
talent came forward, saying: “Maser, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not winnow; so [ was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here
you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that
I reap where [ have not sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.
So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more
be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away.
And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” As
Jesus said these things He cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Receiving Holy Communion: Only Orthodox Christians prepared through prayer, fasting, and a recent
sacramental confession should approach the chalice for the Eucharist. The Orthodox Church does not
practice “open communion” and has no intercommunion with non-Orthodox churches.

After taking Communion: Please return to your place and continue standing until the announcements.

Today’s Commemorations and Prayer Requests

Take this list of prayer requests home with you and keep these people in your prayers this week.

For the living: Newly illumined Joseph; Pr. Anthony; Dn. Dave & Sh. Karla; Kh. Maria; Jan & Keith, Elias,
Michaela, Thomas, Ezra, Caleb, Jonathan, Anne, Katie, Leanne, Ginnette & family, Patrick, Wendy,
Marianne & John, Timothy, Jeremiah, Alexander, Caitlin & David, Hector, Saoirse, Persephone, Michael
& Sophia, Samuel, Verity, Christine, Alexandra, Atticus, Evelynn, Tony, Enrica, Ryan, Toby, Jon &
Serenity, Ada, Grayson, Emmett, Sage, Rosanna, Beverly, Donnie, Gary.

For the reposed: Newly departed Elizabeth, Kh. Dina, Steve; Met. Philip; Aps. Gordon, Jack; Prs. Tom,
Stephen, Basil, David, Terry; Hmks. Ephraim, John, Athanasios; Mnk. Simeon; Dns. Mark, John, Mark,
Nathaniel, David, Joseph, Michael, Daniel; Khs. Judy, Jedonne, Terry Elizabeth, Doris; Presb. Barbara;
John, Daniel, Richard, Daniel; Rick, Amy, Ruth, Dick, Ray, James, Jennie, John Henry, Arnold, Rachael.

For those who are pregnant and their unborn children: Allie, Diala, Nicole.

For those serving in the Armed Forces: Brycen, Jonathan, David, Jacob, Gregory, Daniel, Don, Scott,
Michelle, Noah.




